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Neighborhood Meeting Summary 

East Lake Sammamish Master Plan Trail –South Sammamish Segment A 
Contract No. C00796C13 

 
July 28, 2014  

5 –7 p.m. 
East Lake Sammamish Trail at 39th Ave SE  

(3803 East Lake Sammamish Shore Lane SE to 4011 East Lake Sammamish Shore Lane SE) 
 
 
Meeting Overview:  

• Frank Overton, King County Parks, greeted attendees, introduced project staff, and 
explained the purpose of the meeting. King County is advancing design of the South 
Sammamish Segment A of the East Lake Sammamish Trail. Preliminary Trail Alignment 
Plans are now available and the design team is available tonight to explain the plans, answer 
questions, and collect comments. King County is committed to being a good neighbor and 
wants to hear from trail neighbors and the public early and often during design and 
construction. He encouraged attendees to submit comments and contact the project team 
anytime to provide comments or ask questions.  

• All meeting attendees were asked to sign-in and received a packet of information that 
included recent newsletters for South and North Sammamish, informational project 
handouts, and a comment form. Trail neighbors received a personalized set of the design 
plans for the trail section adjacent to their home.   

• Jenny Bailey, Parametrix provided an overview of the Preliminary Trail Alignment Plans 
and design criteria. Jenny explained that this segment is relatively unconstrained – there are 
only a small section where the trail must shift closer to private properties to avoid impacts to 
environmentally sensitive areas, as required by local, state, and federal regulations. The 
design team is focusing on preserving trees as much as possible. An arborist will look at all 
trees within close proximity to the construction limits to assess overall tree health and 
determine whether the tree can be preserved. Jenny explained that the centerline of the paved 
trail is staked to provide a visual cue of the proposed trail improvements. Jenny provided an 
overview of how to read the design plans and encouraged attendees to refer to their 
individual plan set throughout the meeting. Jenny Bailey led a walking tour from 3803 East 
Lake Sammamish Shore Lane SE to 4011 East Lake Sammamish Shore Lane SE. explaining 
the proposed alignment and key design features. Attendees were encouraged to ask questions 
and provide comments throughout the meeting. 
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Comment Summary:  

• Approximately 14 trail neighbors attended the meeting and provided the following questions 
and comments.  

o Will there be barriers (fences) on either side of the trail?  
o Several questions and comments about trail alignment.  

 Why is the centerline shifting?  
 Have you considered widening to the east?  
 Seems like a waste of taxpayer dollars to remove and relocate fence – shift 

trail east.  
o Concern for bicycle speed and safety along the trail.  

 Several requests to install signs, speed bumps, or other measures to calm 
bicycle traffic. 

 Have you considered a bike lane to separate cyclists from pedestrians?  
o Will the guardrail adjacent to parking area at 39th be replaced?  
o Could the City of Sammamish install signs on the driveway at 39th to direct traffic 

one way?  
o Property owner at 4007 and 4009 East Lake Sammamish Shore Lane SE would like 

to build a retaining wall following construction and has concerns regarding drainage.  
o Petrankos also noted that one of the sets of stairs for their property could be removed. 

King County will coordinate during construction. 
o What is happening to the stop signs along the trail?  
o There were several questions and comments related to trees and landscaping:  

 Concern about trees recently trimmed by King County crews. 
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 Trees provide privacy and shield noise. Preserve trees along the corridor. 
 When will we know which trees will be removed?  
 Leyland Cyprus trees as well as other trees planted by lakeside property 

owners on King County property obstruct view of the lake from upland 
properties and public areas. Will they be removed?  

 Trees reduce light glare from East Lake Sammamish Parkway.  
 Will you landscape the terrace?  
 Mr. Bacic had several concerns about trees. King County staff will follow up 

with Mr. Bacic to discuss his concerns further.  
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August 27, 2014 
East Lake Sammamish Trail South Segment A 

July 28 Neighborhood Meeting Comment Response 
 

 
Parks and Recreation Division         
Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
King Street Center, KSC-NR-0700  
201 South Jackson, Room 700 
Seattle, WA  98104 
 
 
 
Dear Bob, 
 
Thank you for your ongoing interest in King County’s design and construction of the East Lake Sammamish 
Trail. All of the comments from our summer trail neighbor meetings were provided to the design team to be 
reviewed and considered as the trail design advanced. 
 
We received and reviewed your comment concerning landscaping and trees. King County previously responded 
to your comment regarding these issues in an email delivered on August 8, 2014. 
 
Throughout the environmental and design processes, King County Parks has committed to reducing impacts to 
the adjacent environment and homeowners whenever possible. Removal of trees and vegetation has been 
limited to the area that conflicts with trail construction and improved sightlines and includes removal of some 
unhealthy trees identified by the Arborist that are outside of trail construction. 
 
The project includes new landscaping to restore the project area and to achieve the following goals and 
objectives: 
 

• Increase trail safety by improving sightlines at all trail intersections. This includes installing plants that 
grow to a maximum of three feet at full maturity to ensure sightlines are maintained. 

• The most immediate function of trail landscaping is to restore open ground areas with landscape mulch 
and plantings or seeding to prevent erosion 

• Installing native plants, shrubs, and groundcover offer many benefits including; they are well adapted to 
thrive in local conditions of drought or excess moisture; require less maintenance; grow to natural sizes 
and forms; blend well into the natural surroundings along the trail corridor 

• Contribute to a sense of visual continuity along the trail corridor and help make the trail feel like a park. 
• In all cases, the species planted along the trail corridor will be appropriate for the context with 

consideration given to size at maturity. 
 
The Arborist’s conservation plans for South Sammamish segment A will be published to the project website in 
mid-September. 
 
For additional information on the East Lake Sammamish Master Plan Trail project, please visit the project 
website at: www.kingcounty.gov/eastlakesammamishtrail. 
 
You may follow our blog (http://kingcountyparks.wordpress.com/) for frequent updates about the East Lake 
Sammamish Trail and other King County Parks projects. 
 
If you still have a specific question, King County would be happy to meet with you.  You may set up an 
appointment by calling the project hotline at 1-888-668-4886 or email ELST@kingcounty.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Gina Auld 
Capital Project Manager 

 
 
























